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is constantly sought and obtained by officers ; and he is
consequently a man of influence. Even criminal classes
including highwaymen recognise his goodness and allow
^ his cart to go unmolested. On the whole, for that village,.
he may be considered a well-to-do and important person.

We are not much interested in his wealth or position,.
however. Let us rather enquire about his character and
attainments, especially in the field, of religion, philosophy
and spirituality. He was a self-made man who started,
life on a salary of rupees two per mensem as a village
accountant's clerk in his twelfth year. He deserted that
for the more chequered and enterprising life of a " petition'
writer," and ultimately obtained permission to practise
as an uncertified pleader. "We see him in the annexed
picture and his character may well be gleaned from his
lineaments therein. We see firmness or dogged determi-
nation, endurance, and careful and acute observation of
men and things. It is these very qualities that probably
contributed to his success in life, and also to that of his
more famous son, the subject of this sketch.

As for spirituality, philosophic culture, or religious
devotion, Sundaram Ayyar could not boast of any marked
trait. He was just like any other prosperous pleader of
the time. The priest at home regularly worshipped a set
of tiny images and offered the daily food to them before
it was served to the family. Occasional visits to the local
temple and sermons, Kala'kshepams or readings from the-
sacred legends and epics at home, were all that made up
his religion. We note with interest, however, a peculiar
feature in his family. One member in each generation^
gave up home and all comforts and turned ascetic. One1